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The British Railway Modellers of North America is 
proud of its reputation of publishing accurate, carefully 
researched and detailed pictorial reviews of Canada's 
railways. It is our intention to cover railway operations 
throughout the entire country in due course. In partial 
fulfillment of this aim, we are pleased to announce the 
Publication of two new works: 


CANADIAN PACIFIC IN MANITOBA 


Volume One 
by Lawrence A. Stuckey 
AND 


CANADIAN PACIFIC IN THE EAST 


Volume One 
by Omer Lavaliée 


Mr. Stuckey was an engineman with Canadian Pacific 
for many years, has provided a number of photographs 
for other series published by us and has detailed knowl- 
edge of railway operations in the prairies. Omer Lavallée 
is Canada's best known railway author and his excellent 
review of the railway's far flung operations east of the 
Lakehead is enhanced with many of his own photo- 
graphs. We believe this work will become a classic. 


. shortline \ 


-Mainline. . 
. photos (many in color) 


. features, and authoritative columns on each of the 


West's major railroads and light rail operations. 
laces. You'll want to be 


Both volumes are available at $6.00 each including post- 
age and are supplied automatically to subscribers to our 
series. 
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We'll show you the whole Western rail scene every two 
Now a part of the Interurban Press family, the new 


Go LOESve WITH PACIFIC NEWS. 


PACIFIC NEWS 


months. . 
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ON THE COVER» 


This drawing of a recently-acquired South Shore Line electric commuter train 
appears on the cover of South Shore Line’s most recent timetable, dated July 16. 
The South Shore Line, more properly the Chicago South Shore and South Bend 
Railroad, whose service is funded by the Northern Indiana Commuter Transportation 
District and the Northeastern !llinois Regional Transportation Authority, operates 
daily between Chicago, Hammond, East Chicago, Gary, Michigan City and South 


Bend. 


LETTERS 


In the article ‘‘Metroliner Revisited” (RTN 
299) Peter Bretz makes a casual remark upon 
reaching San Diego 40 minutes behind schedule 
that “‘our lateness was okay with us, as we had 
less time to wait for no. 587, our train back 
north,” 

How irritating and silly can a railfan be! 
Even if Mr, Bretz disapproves of the premium 
service train, does he not know that the prim- 
ary reason business people did not take to the 
New England Metroliner was the unreliable 
schedules? 

Most people take corridor trains to get 
somewhere, and one of their main concerns is 
to reach their destinations on time for a whole 
lot of reasons, none of which is to shorten 
their waiting time for the next train back. 

Theodore Scull 
New York, New York 


On Aug 20 at Las Vegas NV I encountered 
an example of Amtrak’s rigid bureaucratic 
handling of an unusual situation. Because of a 
washout and subsequent freight derailment east 
of Las Vegas the night before, train 35 passen- 
gers were being bused between Salt Lake City 
and Las Vegas and were being transferred to 
“turnaround” trains. Three Lewis Bros, buses 
from SLC all arrived just before the 7am sched- 
uled departure time of train 35, and the passen- 
gers were very expeditiously transferred. The 
train \.4» buttoned up and ready to depart at 
7:15. Great! But one moment, please. There 
was a fourth bus. Where was it? It appears 
this bus, instead of traveling the Interstate, was 
assigned to service Milford and Caliente—train 
stops which, of course, must be covered in any 
bus shuttle. However, this bus could not be 
located. Nobody professed to knowing its 
whereabouts. The passenger count was rumored 
to be between zero and five, plus two Amtrak 
car attendants, 

Meanwhile, a trainload of 240 passengers 
was being detained while the search went on 
for the wayward bus. It was not until 9:35 
that authority was granted (from Washington?) 
to release the train. By that time, many of the 
passengers’ tempers were at the boiling point— 
after being treated to an all-night bus ride 
besides, Why could not that train have been 
released by, say 8am, and the few bus passen- 
gers carried on to L.A. in [the bus] ? 

Robert N. Wheatley 
Fullerton, California 


Almost from the moment the results of 
the NARP election were announced at the 
April NARP Board of Directors meeting in 
Washington, a noisy band of disaffected rail 
fans has been trying to discredit both the pro- 
cess by which NARP elected its leaders and 
the people who were elected. As the chairman 
of the NARP Nominating Committee and the 
person who conducted that election, I wish to 
set the record straight so that all of us can get 
on to far more important matters. 

The first complaint was that we kept the 
votes secret to hide the closeness of Jack Mar- 
tin’s near-defeat. The fact is that we did not 
announce the vote totals to avoid ambarassing 
those candidates for president and vice president 
who lost—by very substantial margins. 

The second attempt to discredit the elec- 
tions suggested that vice president John Kirk- 
wood won by only one vote; the truth is he 
won by 21 votes, 

Most recently, it has been suggested that 
the whole process was fraudulent because of a 
believed—but unprovable—difference between 
the total number of votes reported and the num- 
ber of Directors who were alleged to have parti- 
cipated in the Washington meeting. The truth is 
there was no vote fraud but that there were 
proxy votes cast—for both winners and losers— 
under a provision of the NARP constitution 
which provides for absent Directors to designate 
proxies, 

Finally, it has been asserted that election of 
a ‘‘do-nothing” vice president merely reinforces 
the image of NARP as a “cheerleading society 
for Amtrak’s mismanagement.”’ The truth is 
that NARP is not, never has been and is unlikely 
ever to become such a cheerleader. Further, far 
from being a ‘“‘do-nothing” vice president, John 
Kirkwood is and has always been an extremely 
able and active vice president. He has not been 
a reckless, flambuoyant, noisy, self-congratulatory 
glory hound. In short, he has been the complete 
antithesis of his—and NARP’s—mindless, ego-man- 
iacal critics who, in childlike innocence view all 
deviations from their preferred course as treason- 
ous villainy... 

It is time for the nagging nabobs of negativ- 
ism among us to recognize the counterproduct- 
iveness of their noise and to join in the construc 
tive affirmation of our supposedly shared percep- 
tion of success—more trains on more routes carry 
more people more miles more often for less cost 
per train-mile. Why is that so difficult for some 
of us to understand? 

J. Howard Harding 
Akron, Ohio 
page 3 


—— 


I wish to respond to Douglas John Bowen's 
latest pro-NEC epistle (RTN 299). I do not be- 
lieve anyone in the hinterlands of the U.S, is _ 
anti-Northeast Corridor. They can only be anti- 
the undue over-attention Amtrak lavishes on a 
455-mile stretch of high-speed, high-priced rail- 
road to the detriment of a 23,000-mile national 
system. F 

Mr. Bowen deals only with raw population 
and ridership numbers, Many defenders of the 
NEC make this mistake. Other things should be 
considered—per-passenger revenue, and the need 
for rail service, While the beloved NEC accounts 
for one-half of Amtrak’s head count, it brings in 
only one-fourth of its revenue. The remaining 
three-fourths comes from long-distance and cor- 
ridor trains elsewhere in the system. The average 
trip length on such trains as the SOUTHWEST 
LTD, EMPIRE BUILDER and CAL ZEPHYR can 
be easily twice the maximum trip length of the 
Boston-Washington line. Twice the mileage, twice 
the revenue—or more if one pays a superinflated 
extra fare for sleeping accommodations, which can 
be more per mile than a club car seat on a Boston 
-DC run. 

As for who needs Amtrak, one can not 
only look at urban corridors like Chicago-De- 
troit and Sacramento-San Jose, and great urban 
areas like New York, Houston and Denver, but 
isolated areas such as Wyoming and northern 
Montana, The Ogden-Cheyenne-Denver corrt 
dor has limited bus service and air service is 
notoriously indirect (an “intrastate” air journey 
can require a transfer in Denver). Many Wyom- 
ingites used the late SF ZEPHYR because they 
needed to—to receive important shipments via 
Amtrak Package Express, to travel to Denver or 
Salt Lake City to get medical care snavailable 
at home. Other countries’ national railways 
would hesitate before withdrawing such a vital 
service, Amtrak bulled on thru and spurned a 
“necessary” market to give “choice” rail trav- 
elers (those who take the train because it’s a 
trendy thing to do more than anything else, 
least of all because no other form of transport 
is available) eye-popping views of the Rockies. 

Another example of the need for certain 
Amtrak service is found in Indiana. The Chi- 
cago-DC CARDINAL uses the Chessie System 
line via Peru, Muncie and Richmond. Raw- 
population advocates push for a re-route thru 
Indianapolis, Indiana’s capital and largest city 
has air and bus service to other cities and towns, 
some of it very frequent. Peru, Marion, Muncie 
and Richmond have only one bus run per day 
paralleling the CARDINAL route. Muncie has 
air service only to Indianapolis. Who is more 
likely to use the train in greater numbers—the 
people of Indianapolis with much bus and air 
service at their disposal, or the people on the 
Chessie route, who have little or neither? 

As for northern Montana, there is no bus 
or air line service parallel to the EMPIRE 
BUILDER’s route Grand Forks-Spokane, tho 
bus routes such as Minot-Bismarck and Leth- 
bridge-Shelby-Great Falls cross the rail route at 


right angles. The very lack of alternative travel 
modes resulted in the BUILDER’s preference 
over the NORTH COAST HIAWATHA when 
time came to cut one route. 

I could go on, but I may as well reiterate— 
no one can or should be anti-NEC, just anti- 
overindulgence on Amtrak's part. We should be 
pro-national rail system, service cities and towns 


thruout the 48 contiguous states and particularly 


where rail service is needed, because of market 
potential due to sheer population or sheer need. 
Tho I live in the NEC's service region, I support 


expansion of Amtrak services elsewhere. In fact, 


Amtrak may cut the saturation of trains NY-DC 


(one every 30 minutes much of the day on week- 


days and Sundays) if rail service elsewhere is to 
be expanded, To give a better idea of what I 


mean, the word “Metroliner” should be stricken ~ 


from Amtrak’s vocabulary except in reference 
to its myopic past. 
James Thornton 
Barrington, New Jersey 


In RTN 299 you awarded the Slip of the 
Month Club to VIA Rail Canada for its MAL- 
AHAT RAILINER brochure telling passengers 
to sit on one side of the train going north and 
the other side returning south. Since the cars 
are not turned at Courtenay, the seats are 
turned instead. Thus while you would sit, for 
instance, on the right with respect to the seats 
both northbound and southbound, you would 
be in fact on opposite sides of the train itself. 
Actually, for an even better view, go to the 
front of the first car and look forward thru 
the window to the cab/vestibule. With a little 
luck and a nice crew, you may be blessed with 
a cab ride over the Malahat as was I several 
winters ago when the Victoria area of Vancouv- 
er Island was covered bya fare blanket of 
snow. Now, THAT’s a 

Ken . 2 .0e 
Flin Flon, Manitoba, Canada 


While Amtrak’s management repeats its bias 
for the Northeast by announcing service and 
physical plant improvements on the Inland 


Route thru Hartford, those same decision makers 


continue to ignore Oklahoma. In the Northeast 
—no mumbo-jumbo “study,” no concern about 
lack of equipment or funds, no insistence on 
participation in the 403-b program (even for 
states that already have tervice), no hassle, no 
problem. In Oklahoma—no way. 


This whole situation has become exasperat- — 


ing. Surely there must be a way to override 
Amtrak’s obstinacy to provide adequate and 
rightful service to the Southwest. 

Reason and patience having failed, | think 
it’s time to be obnoxious. Perhaps Oklahomans 
could hire Wendy’s Claire to barge into an Am- 
trak board meeting, slam her fist on the table, 
and demand, ‘“‘Where’s the service!” 

Blair Denny 
Winfield, Kansas 


Send your ratings now of trains you have ridden thru Oct 27, 1984. They will 
be tallied in RTN’s next Reader Train Rating Survey. See issue 298 for a rating 
form. Rail Travel News, PO Box 9007, Berkeley CA 94709. 
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Beginning with the new Amtrak timetable change Oct 28, there will be sleepers 
operating between New York and Washington, added to the NIGHT OWL northbound, 
open at 9:30pm with occupancy in Penn Station until 7:15am; and to the southbound 
NIGHT OWL, open at 9:30pm with occupancy until arrival in Washington. Roomette 
fare is $77, compared with the Eastern Airlines shuttle fare of $70. 

Passengers on the NIGHT OWL will be offered a free continental breakfast. A 
coach will be part of a new overnight mail service between Boston and Washington. 
Southbound the MAIL EXPRESS will depart Boston at 2am, arrive New York at 
6:25am, leave at 7am and arrive Washington at 11:05am. Northbound the FAST. 
MAIL will leave Washington at 1:45am, arrive New York at 5:55am, leave New York 
at 6:15am and arrive Boston at 11:04am. Daytime corridor trains lose their baggage/ 
mail cars, and the ability to carry bicycles. 

m The BAY STATE returns, operating between Boston, Springfield, Hartford, New 
Haven, New York and Washington, southbound from Boston at 6:17am (7:23am Sat- 
urday & Sunday), and returning with a 3:55pm departure from New York, the pri- 
mary destination for this train. Passengers traveling between Springfield, Hartford 
and New York, Washington will now have four thru trains a day, instead of only two. 

A new train called the FIRST STATE will get Wilmington passengers into New 
York at 8:14am instead of 8:55am on the no. 100 Metroliner Service and 10:16am on 
no. 168, the NEW ENGLAND ZIP. Southbound from New York, Wilmington-bound 
passengers already have half-hourly, end-of-the-day trains when counting both Metro- 
liner Service and conventional trains. 

A new VIRGINIAN will operate between New York and Richmond, replacing 
the NY-Washington section of the CRESCENT and filling a good slot for the extended 
corridor. The VIRGINIAN will leave New York at 2:30pm, Washington at 6:10pm 

and arrive Richmond at 8:15pm. Northbound the train will leave Richmond at 7am, 
arrive Washington at 9:05am and New York at 1:01pm. 

Already announced, the PALMETTO will have a new leg called the CAROLINIAN, 
extending from Raleigh’across North Carolina, making six stops to Charlotte. 

No doubt there will be a howl of letters from the critics of the NEC as a result 
of these service improvements and additions. 

Not in the category of a service improvement as I have stated before, the ADIR- 
ONDACK will move its New York and Montreal departures back to the afternoon as 
last winter, and therefore, no. 62, the NIAGARA RAINBOW, will leave Niagara Falls 
at 10:05am instead of 2pm. Once again there will be no late train from western New 
York State, a situation attributed to equipment shortage in the Empire Corridor. 

Schedule refinements on the East Coast will appear in a forthcoming issue. 

kak 

On Thursday, Oct 4 train 175 the MINUTE MAN struck a Conrail freight door 
near Trenton, slightly injuring four passengers. The door was apparently ripped off 
and struck a Clocker train, probably no. 223, from the time given for the mishap, 
but there were no further injuries. The accident received featured billing on at least 


on New York radio stations, WOR and WINS, but only slight mention in the Daily 
lews. 


page 3 


Paul Grimes, the weekly Practical Traveler columnist in the Sunday New York 
Times travel section, wrote a useful story about traveling Amtrak. He emphasized 
that, outside the major corridors, Amtrak’s real business is long-haul and Amtrak has 
concentrated on wooing the leisure traveler. During a lunch recently, | learned that 
Grimes has been a transportation buff since childhood and grew up with a fascination 
for the New York Central’s Putnam Division and Hudson River ferryboats. 

kee 

In New York, the pitched battle between MTA Chairman Robert Kiley and Tran- 
sit Union President John Lawe is widening to include New York City Mayor Edward 
Koch and may soon bring in the state’s Governor Mario Cuomo. At issue is Kiley’s 
plan to remove 4000 supervisors from union control and to be able io hire part-time 
employees to man the token booths and perform other jobs. The track to success is 
a complex one involving several steps. 

In the New York Post on Oct 2, Mayor Koch was reported as saying, “I am pro- 
union. I am pro-collective bargaining—but I’m not crazy. When you give away man- 
agement rights, you give away the rights of the people to get service.” 

Chairman Kiley has set a goal to have one-third of the city’s subway cars and 
20 percent of the stations declared clean and graffiti-free by the end of 1985. My 
own observations show that his specially-targeted trains, the new R-62 Japanese cars 
running on the IRT no. 4 Express and the repainted IRT no. 7 Flushing Line “Silver 
Fox” sets have already achieved this status. The repainted white Flushing Line cars 
remain graffiti-free on the outside but not inside, and there is even less success with 
the repainted white no. 6 cars. 

A single train on the very messy IRT no. | Broadway Local, dubbed “Snow 
White”, has been running without being vandalized since late August, but I have not 
seen “her” yet. Probably, only a regular New York City subway tider would under- 
stand how much this all means. 

The first female cop in the city’s history to be shot and killed was a Transit 
Authority officer chasing a chain snatcher from the subway into the Bushwick sec- 
tion of Brooklyn. An investigation is underway to determine why her partner did 
not report her missing for over an hour. One problem that the TA cops have been 
facing is inoperable radios and dead spots underground where the sets do not work. 

A mid-day subway fire on the IND Line between High Street and Jay Street in 
Brooklyn made the front pages of the Daily News and the Post and the ‘‘split page” 
of the Times. The cause at this point appears to be oil dripping thru a street grating 
onto the third rail and wooden ties. 

Power was turned off, trapping about 600 passengers on three trains. Some 60 
were injured, mostly suffering smoke inhalation, in part caused when terrified passen- 
gers smashed windows, allowing the smoke to enter. 

Without any official announcements, the TA has started changing the lettering of 
some of its trains to reflect more clearly current subway operations. Previously, single 
letters meant an express and double Ictters a local train, Under the new system, the 
CC, GG, LL and RR are slowly becoming C, G, L and R, and the OB simply the Q. 


Because there is still an A express and an AA local, the latter is being relettered the K. . 


The late-night Rockaway Shuttle, which was reported in the last issue as being 
threatened with replacement by a bus, will continue because of loud protests, and be 
designated the H. We may also see a brand new V train operating over a combined 
IND route between 57th Street and 6th Avenue and the World Trade Center, elimin- 
ating the change at West 4th Street from the B, D or F to the AA (now K) or E. 
The newest issue of the Subway Map, Revised Fall 1983, does not reflect any of 
these changes yet, but many’ of the signs on the trains and in the stations do. 

Also seen recently at the 34th Street Station of the BMT N and R trains were 
brand-new federally mandated black-letters-on-white-background signs directing pas- 
sengers to “Madison Square jGarden” and “PCRR”!: 

kkk 

In Boston, RTN reader Charles Bahne reports the following approximate time- 

tables for a number of transit improvements. The MBTA Red Line will open Porter 
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Square and Davis Square stations in mid to late November, while th i 
t u : e completion t 
Alewife, the last station on the line, will come in late March-early Apel, 1985. Soon 
Fitchburg Line passengers may switch to the Red Line at Porter Square or continue 
to the temporary end of the line just across the river from North Station. 
Harvard Square Station is due for final completion in the summer of 1985, a 
project which will include the reopening of the bus/trackless trolley tunnels. 
_ North Station’ 8 reopening, including improvements to be outlined when received 
ses te eae aa pat aon ee Hae ig ak of the Orange elevated line into a subway 
a reconstruction of the Back Bay Amtrak t i i 
Sa oe ona ae ry /commuter station will be completed 
A new edition of “Car-Free Boston” (160 pages) covering all rail, bus a 
“Le . - 3 nd fe 
routes within Massachusetts is available for the low price of $3.95 by mail from ths 
Association for Public Transportation, PO Box 192, Cambridge MA 02238. 
kkk 
In Philadelphia, public hearings are being held on Oct 29 and Nov 1 i 
; conce: 
the abandonment of the Norristown and Ivy Ridge rail lines, according to the Oct 3 
Delaware Valley Rail Passenger newsletter. These two lines have the lowest ridership 
and were coupled in the new run-thru plan, obviously for easy removal, if allowed. 
RTN reader Howare Bender reports that Reading Terminal will be finally closed 
on Election Day, Nov 6, some time between 6:30 and 7pm, ending 91 years of ser- 
vice to the public. There may be a ceremony and special last departure operating 
with Blueliners , Reading Company cars dating from 1931-32. 
During that week, former Reading Lines’ trains will terminate at North Broad 
pi pepe uty eee Interlocking is aligned for the Center City Tunnel. 
ers ransfer to the Broad Street sub t i it i 
en subway, the C bus or special transit into 
On Nov 10 the Philadelphia Chapter NRHS (PO Box 7302,Philadelphia PA 
; ) P ‘ 19101 
will run a special train of old Reading MUs over the WEst Trenton, enaiale and : 
Norristown branches, leaving Center City about 10am and returning about 4:30pm. 
shee er ee still sh determined, and the cost for the trip is set-at $16. Now 
e Lackawanna electrics are gone, Bethlehem Steel-built i i 
the oldest large fleet in the country. Be eee 
Formal opening of the commuter tunnel is now scheduled for Nov 10-11, but 
more SEPTA engineers may quit on Nov 1, which they are permitted to do under law. 
If that happens, the opening may be postponed again. 
kok 
At the American Public Transit Association conference in Washi 
ashington DC Oct 
oe = wearer agencies, New Jersey Transit was unanimously warded first ae 
= ie ae: standing achievements in operations and for improvements over the last 
Correction: In this column in RTN 299 the date of th 
) e last - 
wanna electrics was given as Aug 31; it should have been Aug 14. bisa 


RAIL CANADA 


AMTRAK SUPERLINER EQUIPMENT is being tested RAM 
teported earlier. Here is the consist of VIA train a as it Se ee ae 
28: Amtrak F40 engine 319; Superliner cars coach-baggage 31041, coach 34030 
gage ne 32019, and VIA generator 15301. - ; , 

SPORT MINISTER of Canada is Don Mazank i - 
worthy lost that position with the recent change in Snhiatates Aceeainy: to 
a Montreal Gazette article, Mazankowski announced that he will restore some VIA 
rail cuts. The exact services that would be restored were not specified in the news- 
paper report. Even more important than the restoration announcement, however 
was the statement from Mazankowski that he will seek a legislative mandate for VIA 
This means that the passenger rail corporation will obtain a legal constitution thru 
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means of a VIA Rail Act. VIA officials were reportedly delighted at the ane as 
ment. A VIA Rail Act would give the passenger rail corporation a stronger han a 
negotiating with its operating railways, CN and CP. Mazankowski also Sean - 
that he wants a new National Transportation Act to modernize and expand air his 
rail services in Canada, and he announced a moratorium on abandonment of railroa 


branch lines. 


THE PHOTO ABOVE, which appeared in the September issue of Vialogue, the 
VIA employee news publication, shows LRC locomotive 6927, the lead locomotive 
of the Papal train, with the Papal coat of arms visible on the front and side of the 
engine. The train carried Pope John Paul II for a portion of his tour of Canada 

in September. 

MONTREAL-NEW YORK high-speed rail line would be financed 90% by the 
U.S., said Mayor Jean Drapeau of Montreal last month. But this statement was ' 
challenged by American spokesmen such as NY DOT official Jack Bryan, who said 
that there was no such commitment yet. Drapeau said he believed that since the 
line would be 90% in the U.S. and presumably carrying 90% U.S. passengers, the 
U.S. would fund it accordingly. A U.S. study of the proposed project is currently 
underway, and is expected to be released by February. 

$5 MILLION STUDY done by VIA and the federal government on a proposed 
separate high-speed rail passenger line between Ottawa, Toronto and Montreal, was 
released in August. The study concluded that the line would make a profit of $73 
million its first year (1994), and that construction should be undertaken. Building 
of the line would cost $2.1 billion. Transport 2000 said it would be “‘political sui- 
cide” for the government to sink such money into passenger rail in Quebec and 
Ontario while ignoring the rest of the country. The study also called for upgraded 
LRC service at each end of the Quebec City—Windsor corridor. Ottawa-Toronto 
speed would be increased to nearly 200mph, making the trip about 2%4hours. 

THE PAPAL TRAIN of Sep 10 had the following consist: LRC engines 6927, 
6922, 6921; cars 3356, 3357, 3369, 3372, 3375, 3376, 3378, 3379 and 3380. 

CANADA NEWS BRIEFS: As a result of the bombing of the CN/VIA Central 
Station, Montreal, in early September, Windsor Station was used for trains terminat- 
ing or originating in Montreal, and passengers for points east or west were bused from 
Dorval-St. Lambert. Three French tourists were killed in the blast, and 41 other in- 
tending passengers injured... Ottawa night trains 48-49 will be continued until at 
least Jan 5; then, CTC hearings...A special train for Queen Elizabeth’s visit was run on 
the Kingston subdivision, preceded by a pilot train... 
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URBAN-SUBURBAN TRANSIT 


Maryland DOT commuter train no. 41 on an evening run to Brunswick MD Passes by the 
1875-built B&O station at Point of Rocks. Photo by Alex Mayes. 


PHILADELPHIA TRANSIT UPDATE By Walt Stringer 


In Philadelphia, the Center City Tunnel is open from Penn Center to Market East, 
and all Paoli line trains originate and terminate there. The new Sep 3 timetable shows 
Y-mile and five extra minutes run time in the new tunnel. 

SEPTA has erected large station signs with its logo, and Amtrak has repainted 
catenary poles and bridges on the main line. Also, SEPTA has filed to abandon its 
ex-PRR Manayunk and ex-RDG Norristown commuter sail lines (not the ex-Red Arrow 
P&W). The Manayunk line was originally Pennsy’s main to Norristown/Reading, and 
recently has seen only hourly service to the five shelters on its single track, and no 
freight. It does feature a magnificent stone arch bridge over the Schuylkill River at 
Belmont Hills. Reading’s line, also electrified, was their passenger main to Norristown 
pee Oe and does have a heavy commuter schedule, Hearings are set in 

ctober. 

Thirtieth-Street station was its usual bustling self in late September, now featur- 
ing TV monitors. I saw the PENNSYLVANIAN with an F40 engine and three cars 
twice, and the BROADWAY looked good at 60mph thru Ardmore with two F40s 
and eight cars. 

Trolleys, subways and PATCO seem unchanged. Center City Tunnel may fully 
open on Nov 3. The Airport Line~who knows? 


ake 

A MAJOR TRAGEDY could have occurred, officials said, if.a fire that broke 
out in NY subway car 9000 at the Borough Hall station in Brooklyn had happened 
a few minutes earlier when it was in a tunnel under the East River. The fire was 
one of six that occurred on Oct 11. On an average day there are two fires in the 
system, mostly from trash burning. Car 9000’s problems seemed to relate to a 
faulty switch box under the car. The car was apparently a total loss due to the 
blaze, and 2000 passengers were evacuated from it. For the system as a whole on 
Oct 11, about 13,000 riders had to be removed from smoky trains. TA officials 
cited poor training for failure to resolve the car’s problems earlier. 

OKLAHOMA RAIL ADVOCATE Roscoe Migliore had an opinion article pub- 
lished in the Tulsa Tribune Oct 5, entitled “Paying for lack of mass transit.” Mr. 
Migliore argues that low-level workers need mass transit in order to reach their jobs. 
The cost of car ownership is too high for them, and they are often “prisoners of the 
automobile society”. He concludes, ‘The United States if first in space and fourth 
in good carth transportation—the key to lower unemployment and improving the 
quality of life. We are the only major industrialized nation that is not doing research 

(continued on page 21) page 9 


Notes from the NARP Meeting 


REMARKS OF TWO RAIL EXPERTS WHO ADDRESSED eo a 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING THE FIRST WEEKEND 


Summary of a talk by Morrison Renfrew, Executive Director, Canadian eine ag 
of Guided Ground Transport (an organization | founded by CN and CP for researc. 
in the railroad field, with VIA and the Canadian Government now participating). 

kkk ; 

We can expect some VIA route restoration as a result of the Canadian elections, 
but perhaps not as much as promised during the recent campaign. a a etapa : 
attention to the short-term deficit of VIA will continue. A strong bus lobby 

inues to complain of predatory pricing. ; 

nee Pereadated air service is just getting started in the =Toronto-Montreal corridor, 
this could have impacts yet unknown. 

ii VIA attains only 50% of Amtrak’s operating recovery. There is room to anes 

VIA already is developing its own maintenance facilities to gain control over costs 

and quality, and VIA is negotiating hourly rates and crew flexibility provisions— 

following Amtrak’s pattern. a 

‘ A {cok at services: Transcon service never has been well-defined, and the market 

is now being examined. Certainly there must be faster trip times, since trains sitting 

instead of moving are costly. Flexible crewing provisions will help. As, 

Remote service: Canada has more train-only dependent communities, such - 
Churchill. Canada needs a new service concept that views these services Scaie y 
from other services. Perhaps even different operating entities, along the lines o 
some Swiss services, is appropriate. : ; ; 

There is need for better coprdination between tourism and rail service Strategies. 
A recent report recommended TGV-type services in the corridor. The key issue 
is reliable and frequent service, not necessarily TGV. The need for a new system can 
be questioned. ; . 
"The long-distance bi-level program: VIA is now testing Superliners to gain design 
and operating experience and flush out technical problems. The goal is to obtain a 
balance between re-inventing the wheel and making useful modifications. 7 
A main objective of new cars is an appealing ride experience, with relaxation e 
key word. This requires space, diversion, and recreation. For example, space is 
needed for kids so that all passengers can relax. _ 
VIA is looking at a concept of truly differentiated first class service, perhaps with 
a separate lounge and quality dining service. Recognizing that space costs money, 
there will need to be a balance. ; : ; 
Research shows a concern with mobility aboard the train, with better ee An 
move about. For these reasons, we’re looking at a car with maxitnum wheelbase to 


~ 


” 


permit a larger downstairs section. Relocating the entry door to the end of the lower . 


i i ilizati id tions for space design. 
ection will allow better space utilization and provide more op 
= The new cars should have toilets distributed on both levels for a 
Again based on passenger research, the cars if possible will have a standard ve by 
interface, allowing walk-thru with a minimum of steps. This has advantages for the 
elderly and handicapped. ey 

Cat design will Pade baggage space within each car, so luggate can be ee 
but also accessible to passengers during long trips. The average Canadian passenger 
has two large bags plus smaller cases. 

Cars dail ae an open, bright, cheerful atmosphere. To this end, overhead 
baggage racks in the coaches should be avoided. ; 

ie deners are examining different interior sleeping room arrangements, more con 

ive to family occupancy. aM — 

a There is a ei een te dining and lounge facilities so drinkers don’t disturb 
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other passengers. 
help, 

Food service: The goal is a quality image, something better than current Amtrak 
food service. We're looking at cafeteria-type services, but these don’t give the 
desired image or quality needed for a transcon train. 

Economically, new bi-level cars make sense. The bi-level option is aiming toward 
a car 92 feet long (subject to further clearance studies) and 16 feet, 6 inches high. 
The coach version would have about 100 seats, with adequate washroom and baggage 
space. The car will pay for itself and provide a million-dollar operating surplus (not 
profit) over a 25-year life. Because they are economically attractive, the Bi-level car 
program has favor in the new government. 

Canada’s five-year election cycle pretty much assures that new double-deck, 
stainless steel cars will be in service well before the next election—say in about 4 years. 

Comments on rail strategy: Reality says we must reconcile passenger and freight 
as a system, and can’t view things in isolation. We must learn from Japan, and have 
a strategy for the future of rail—a governmental and business consensus. Where do 
we want rail to be by the year 2000? 

The cost of operations is crucial to long-term success of freight and passenger 
service. Rail transportation suffers from a gross inequity in research and develop- 
ment spending. 

There is need to maintain mobility options and maintain a viable rail network. 
Develop the notion that passenger rail is not just for the poor, or the non-flyers. 

But remember that rail is not a significant energy cost savings factor, Don’t over- 
simplify the energy picture by assuming rail will make a major impact on savings. 

A key point is that freight railroads must be more conscious of the needs of 
passenger rail, Also, passenger service must be a viable business operation. This 
requires business incentives. Rail must be technologically forward-looking. How do 
we bring these together? 

We need regulatory reform concerning operating rules, inspections, speeds, access 
to the rail system. We need to integrate passenger and freight operations more effec- 
tively. They are not “incompatible. Freight does not necessarily pound track apart; 
we find speed harder on track than tonnage is. New signals and controls will help. 
Joint US/Canada studies are underway of Advanced Train Control Systems (by AAR 
and Railway Advisory Committee of Canada). These will change the whole concept 
2 how to manage a railroad, and could be the most inportant new development in 
25 years, 

We need to develop multiple revenue sources for a new intermodalism. We can 
mix the concepts of package freight, containers, and Passenger services and integrate 
these for a good source of revenue. This requires higher speeds and terminal facilities 
of the type necessary for Passenger service more than heavy freight. This can take 
speed-conscious traffic away from trucks. All this can have a payback of a stronger 
rail freight position and ability to afford track maintenance. 

Technology: Use a systems approach—Standardization, maintainability, and designs 
based on useful life. Passengers don’t like riding in older cars, however strong, so 
don’t overdesign for a 40-50 year life span. 

Recognize that there is a significant penalty in maintaining high-speed track—for 
service over 250 km/hr—except in a few markets. Develop new control systems to 
maximize single track potential and reduce fuel cost and delay. Estimates point 
to a 25% savings in annual fuel bills from new control systems. 

About the passenger environment: Passenger service needs better on-board service, 
with a passenger orientation that says the customer is right. Lots of retraining is 
needed. Currently, the whole service psychology is backwards. No more “the train 
is ready to receive passengers” approach, where the train somehow outranks its pas- 
sengers. Create the image of “this is where you want to be”, including stations as 
desirable as most airline terminals. 


__ Mini-bus pickup, door-to-door delivery of passengers, needs development as an 
idea. {continued on page 14) page i] 


Social behavior sometimes is hard to control, so separation can 


eALERTS T OT ER RE TTR 
BY MARK W. MEYER 


The Most Neglected Corridor 


Of all the Midwest Corridor routes served by Amtrak, Chicago to the Twin Cit- 
ies is undoubtedly the most neglected. While only one daily train or fewer from 
Chicago to Omaha, Kansas City, Indianapolis, Cincinnati or Cleveland is definitely 
inadequate, it is just hard to believe that only one daily passenger train—the EM- 
PIRE BUILDER —is left on a route where the 400’s, ZEPHYRS and HIAWATHAS 
all once vied for passengers. Truly, this route cries for more service. 

If Amtrak is to run but one passenger train between Chicago and the Twin 
Cities, it must serve Milwaukee, the largest intermediate market, and that of course 
means operating via the Milwaukee Road all the way. However, if a second train 
were to run on the route, it would be most advantageous to send the EMPIRE 
BUILDER on the Burlington Northern between Chicago and St. Paul. The secondary 
train could run via Milwaukee and connect with the EMPIRE BUILDER in St. Paul, 
or a Milwaukee-Chicago corridor train could make a connection in Chicago. A west- 
bound EMPIRE BUILDER operating via the BN would result in earlier, more conven- 
ient arrivals in the Twin Cities, Whitefish and Spokane. The eastbound EMPIRE 
BUILDER would arrive Chicago earlier. Both EMPIRE BUILDERS would connect 
with the CALIFORNIA ZEPHYRS in Aurora, allowing, for instance, convenient 
St. Paul-Denver travel. 

The second Chicago-Twin Cities train I propose would hit Milwaukee, but would 
not use the Milwaukee Road between Milwaukee and St. Paul. The Milwaukee Road 
much of the way is slow and track is rough. Winona and La Crosse, the only two 
great centers of population on the Milwaukee that would lose service, would continue 
to be served by the EMPIRE BUILDER on the BN. 

The Madison market would be missed, but Amtrak ignores it now (Amtrak still 
sees the connection to the EMPIRE BUILDER at Columbus, yet Portage is more 
convenient). Connecting bus service from Madison to Milwaukee or East Dubuque IL 
could provide service better than is offered now. Most other cities between Milwau- 
kee and St. Paul have fair to good bus service, so they would not be “cut loose in 
space” if passenger service were discontinued. 

The route I propose between Chicago and St. Paul is not faster than the present 
routing, but serves much more population both directly and indirectly thru possible 
dedicated bus service. 

The train, arbitrarily named the DAIRY STATE, would run Chicago-Milwaukee 
Road-Milwaukee, Milwaukee-Chicago & North Western-Fond du Lac, Fond du Lac- 
Soo Line-St. Paul. The Milwaukee Road-to-C&NW connection in Milwaukee would 
have to be rebuilt, of course, but the route does feature good track—especially on 
the Soo Line, and the route is signalled almost if not all the way ('m not sure about 
Chippewa Falls-St. Paul). Getting to Midway Station in St. Paul off the Soo Line is 
not the easiest move, but it could be done. 

Westbound, the train could leave Chicago at 10am, Milwaukee 11:40am, Neenah- 
Menasha 2:05rm, Stevens Point 3:30pm, Chippewa Falls 5:35pm, arriving St. Paul 
8:05pm. Eastbound it departs St. Paul 10:40am, Chippewa Falls 12:50pm, Stevens 
Point 3:10pm, Neenah-Menasha 4:40pm, Milwaukee 7:05pm, arriving Chicago 8:40pm. 
The train would also stop at Glenview, Sturtevant, West Bend, Fond du Lac, Oshkosh, 
Waupaca, Marshfield, Owen, and New Richmond. The schedule is set up so that the 
eastbound and westbound trains meet around Stevens Point. This would allow dedi- 
cated Amtrak bus service up the Wisconsin River Valley to Wausaw and Merrill, then 
on to Rhinelander and Eagle River, that would connect with both trains. Also at 
Stevens Point, connections could be made to existing Greyhound schedules for Wis- 
consin Rapids and Madison. 
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At Chippewa Falls, Duluth-Stevens Point-Chicago service would be possible thru 
a connection between the new train and a bus currently operated by Wisconsin Nor- 
thern Transportation. 

At Neenah-Menasha, dedicated Amtrak bus service would be run to and from 
Green Bay for both the eastbound and westbound trains. However, the bus run to 
and from the eastbound train would originate and terminate in Sheboygan. The bus 
would leave Sheboygan at 11:25am and arrive in Neenah at 1:50pm, stopping in 
Manitowoc, Two Rivers, Denmark, Green Bay, De Pere, Kaukauna and Appleton. 
After meeting the westbound train at Neenah (2:05pm), the bus would return to 
Green Bay (providing Chicago-Neenah-Green Bay service). The bus would then re- 
turn to Sheboygan via Green Bay, again making all the stops, arriving Sheboygan 
at 7:15pm. This service would be supplemented by a Chicago-Green Bay train 
via Sheboygan, with a morning Green Bay departure southbound and late afternoon 
Chicago departure northbound. Between the two trains and the bus connections, 
twice-daily service could be provided between Chicago and Green Bay, not to men- 
tion linking Sheboygan, Manitowoc and Green Bay with the Twin Cities via Neenah- 
Menasha. The entire Sheboygan-Neenah bus service would require but one bus; as 
would the Eagle River-Stevens Point roundtrip service. page 13 


It is sad that the State of Michigan’s ex-C&O ferry service between Kewaunee 
WI and Ludington MI is not easily accessible by public transportation. Kewaunee 
has no bus service, and the service Ludington sees arrives while the “City of Mid- 
land 41” is enroute to or from Kewaunee. A state-sponsored bus between Grand 
Rapids and Green Bay via the ferry would increase the ferry’s importance, and a 
round trip between the two cities could be possible in a day if dock time at Kewau- 
nee were increased by 30 minutes. Such a service, not coincidentally, would connect 
with Amtrak buses destined for Neenah, for a connection with the westbound pro- 
posed DAIRY STATE. Such a connection would not be possible eastbound. 

Obviously, this new service would face many obstacles—not the least of which 
would be lack of equipment and the state of Wisconsin’s usual refusal to make any 
attempt to promote rail passenger service. But, it’s nice to dream, and what better 
way to link Chicago, the Twin Cities, and points west along the EMPIRE BUILDER 
toute with most of Central and Eastern Wisconsin’s major cities? 


NARP MEETING (continued from page 11) 


Finally, develop supportable and do-able proposals. All-new, pie-in-sky, all-eggs- 
in-one-basket high-speed proposals have too much risk. The loss will be too great if 
they fail in a highly competitive situation. It is better to demonstrate and grow 
step by step. The keywords should be: upgrade, enrich, and increment. The market 
will respond to success, and will support further improvements. 

Attitudes: We need to get major railroads on our side by showing the revenue 
participation benefits of passenger service. Traditionally, railroad operation has been 
a dogmatic “at the top” culture, with nobody willing to challenge the boss. This has 
hurt passenger service. We must get management to be more flexible to passengerrail. 

We can use regulatory reform as a carrot, for better use of technology and higher 
productivity of freight and passenger service. Current regulations too often prevent 
getting the benefits of technology. 

We need to have a selective improvement agenda, to develop the strong markets. 
Don’t try to revise the weak ones. This approach will give some winners to the 
politicians. This is how transit gets a base of support. 

It would be a profitable exercise to examine ideas of multiple ownership of rights 
of way, with rails open to competition. Pick off the trucks and divert traffic to rail. 
Maybe an ownership corporation encouraged by incentives is the answer. 

wk 

Summary of talk by Chuck Englehardt, Amtrak Senior Director of Equipment 
Engineering. 

Englehardt stated that he heads an engineering operation, responding to manage- 
ment directions, and cannot answer questions of policy. His responsibility is the 
“birth to death” engineering of rolling stock, from conception thru disposal. 

The prototype program: Alan Boyd formed a task force to study the next gen- 
eration cars (after Heritage). The team developed and agreed on concepts (i.e., a 
toilet in every room?) which were reviewed by management. The go-ahead was 
given to start preliminary engineering. 

Claytor came on board; he didn’t want a repeat of the Superliner program, with 
a major car order built without benefit of prototype testing. Funding was approved 
in June 1983 for the prototype program. 

(Here Englehardt showed a series of slides. The following are from his remarks 
accompanying the slides, ) 

The new cars will have a double row of windows, providing more light and a 
better upper-berth view. The car structure will be modular, with a single shell useable 
for several car types. However, it is not suited for baggage cars because of differing 
structural design requirements, baggage requiring a stronger structure. 

A goal is to maximize interior volume by taking advantage of the full clearance 
diagram (allowable cross-section). Thus, the car spreads outward six inches more 
than Heritage cars do at the belt rail, where space is critical for elbow and seat room. 
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A plug door concept provides for installation of interior modules before the door is 
semi-permanently plugged. ; 

The floor structure provides longitudinal stringers on top of the cross bearers, to 
provide ductways for wiring and plumbing without a need to thread thru the cross 
bearers. 

The 480-volt electrical connections will be hard-wired, permanently attached to 
the car ends at all times. Power lines will pass over the top of the car. The under- 
car location on Amfleet and Superliner has problems with ballast, icing, etc. that 
the new design will avoid. A 

Trucks: Learning from the Superliners. Moving a foreign design into a new en- 
vironment is not always successful. The truck design program began with test trucks 
for placement under Amfleet cars. Four companies qualified for test program: GSI, 
Budd, CLRail (French), and Tokyo Car Corp. All truck designs are outboard bearings, 
which are better for long-distance services in the U.S. Outside bearing trucks provide 
more stability, and work with existing trackside detection devices. : 

(Slide of GSI truck shwon as an example.) An adaptation of the older Metroliner 
truck, but without the air suspension system. The air system is not considered an 
advantage in long-distance service, and is more expensive to maintain. All trucks will 
have coil springs and dual braking systems—tread and disk brakes—shown to be effect- 
ive in current dual-brake trucks. 

Air conditioning is to be provided by a pair of units located under the car, on 
rollers for easy maintenance. Distribution within the car will be via underfloor ducts 
to outlets in the sidewall at the window level. Each room also will have radiant heat- 
ing, with control by passenger. Return air exhaust will be thru small ceiling duct. 


e J 


age mene i i lehardt said. Here is a 
Amtrak’s earlier goal of not mixing car types proved impractical, Eng j 
mix of cars on fr CAPITOL LIMITED, train 440. Five cars in photo are Amfleet, Heritage 
(dome), Heritage, Amfleet and Heritage. Train was photographed last Apr 28 by Alex Mayes 
on the B&O main at Weverton MD, just west of Brunswick. 


Sleeping car design: Will provide 14 double rooms, with toilet and wash basin, 
plus three larger rooms with separate toilet/shower room. Two large rooms will 
suite, while the third will be wheelchair-accessible from the vestibule end of the car. 
Rooms are currently termed Compartments and Drawing Rooms. Amtrak rejected 
the “‘roomette” idea of having to raise the bed to use the toilet. Mockups of the 
car interiors can be seen at Washington. The upper berth design lifts straight up to 
the ceiling, rather than folding into the wall. This gives maximum space within the 
room by day. Mechanism is spring-assisted. Uppers are “cutaway” design, wider at 
head end, to maintain space for toilet/sink unit. Compartments have a full closet, 
and all rooms utilize the higher car height to place luggage space over the corridor. 
Superliner lessons have been learned, and all rooms will have ample lighting. = 

A toilet module provides toilet and wash basin located next to one seat (similar 
to double slumbercoach rooms), with the lids over the facilities also serving as steps 
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to the upper berth. Lights in the sink unit will remind one to close the sink. 

Rooms will have windows into the aisle, as in Superliners. There will be a similar 
tray table arrangement. Separate AC vents will be located on each side of the table. 

The prototype cars will include two sleepers and one diner. Three North Amer- 
ican builders have been invited to provide the shell (Bombardier, Hawker-Siddeley, 
and Budd) and Budd was selected. Shells now being erected, and will be shipped 
to Beech Grove for trucking and interior installation. Amtrak is responsible for 
total car assembly and finishing. 

The diner will be similar in layout to a standard 48-seat diner, but the tradition- 
al pantry area is modified to facilitate potential buffet-type service. 

Preformed interior modules will be used to cut production and installation costs. 
Amtrak worked with Fiber Science Corp. of Salt Lake City to produce scale models 
to assure proper “nesting” and to replicate the assembly process. Modules will be 
fully completed, with carpet, lights, water and electric systems, and will hook into 
the utilities within the car. Acoustic material fill the voids between the modules for 
soundproofing. 

The drawing rooms will have improved sink and mirror design—a lesson learned 
from Superliners, which are being modified with an improved sink unit. Likewise, 
toilet and shower controls will be separated. 

A quarter-scale mockup of the underframe is being built to test plumbing layout 
and duct locations. 

Amtrak will own.all the tooling from the prototype program, and the tooling 
will be useable beyond the three test cars. 

Remarks from the question and answer period: 

All materials are designed to meet UMTA flame-retardant guidelines, and Amtrak 
is using the firm which redesigned the BART car interiors. 

The cost of a completely assembled truck (production basis) would be in the 
range of $80,000 per car set. 

Car end ride: Noise in traditional car ends increases a perception of a bad ride, so 
a maximum effort is being made to obtain a quiet truck design and minimal car end 
noises. Trucks will be 120mph qualified, with design of trucks to preclude hunting. 

Timing of test program: Original plan was for a 2-year shakedown trial, to get 
experience, and then order cars in quantity. Once the design is settled, minimum 
time for car shell order is 16 months; then add time for interior assembly. 

Shapes and esthetics: Amtrak must maximize use of resources, and thus must 
mix car types in a train. New low-level cars will not be significantly different than 
Heritage cars in appearance. Obviously they are higher than Amfleet rooflines. 
Earlier Amtrak goals of not mixing car types proved impractical. 

Baggage cars: Baggage cars can be built with the same cross section, but must 
have heavier floor members, so none in the prototype program. 

Where will the cars operate? Will be able to run anywhere on the Amtrak system. 

Adequate air circulation? Yes, including circulation to the upper berth. System 
is similar to that on the Turbos and many European designs, and tested in full-size 
mockups. Sleeper rooms will have upper and lower fans, of a nozzle type, directable 
by the passengers, to assist circulation. 

Water? Cars will have a 500-gallon water capacity, deemed adequate based on 
Superliner experience. Toilets are minimum water usage type. Cars will operate on 
the same watering patterns and distances as Superliners. 

The testing program will include climate testing for heating and air conditioning 
capacities. 

Why no more Superliners (a reference to a prior statement by Pres. Claytor)? 
Englehardt was less emphatic about this, and noted that Amtrak is working with 
both Ontario Northland and VIA Rail on new double-level designs, and is participating 
with VIA in Superliner operating tests in Canada. He. would not rule out the potential 
of more two-level cars in the future. 

Music? Cars will have the capability, but it is an operating decision as to when 
and how to use such systems. 
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Turbos? Existing NY State Turbos will be re-engined, and three sets are now in 
storage to be re-engined in the next few years for New York State use. | 

Santa Fe Hi-level diner? They will be part of the HEP program, with the upper 
level designed as a diner-lounge with a food service station on the upper level, and 
the kitchen below. The design will allow snack, buffet, or full food service. 

Prototype lounge? It was in the initial engineering, but deleted from the testing 
program. One can probably expect lounges in the final order, however. The lounge 
is not so critical to prototype testing. 

Heritage cars? Amtrak may do more buffet-type food service cars, similar to 
those on AUTO TRAIN. Test use of them on the CRESCENT produced favorable 
passenger response. 


A VISIT TO... 


By Walt Stringer 


On Thursday, September 27 I visited Scranton PA and the current version of 
Steamtown. It’s a two-hour drive from Philadelphia via the Turnpike and I-81. The 
Pocono Mountains were in their fall colors. — 

The restored Lackawanna depot, now a Hilton Hotel, is easy to spot. The old 
station waiting room is a restaurant, with a bar facing the old DLW main line. Con- 
rail still runs by occasionally, dispatched from Elizabethport NJ. 

Steamtown has three locomotives and about 12 cars here—the rest of the collec- 
tion will arrive next spring. Starting September 1, three excursions daily are being 
run—at 12:35, 2:35 and 4:35, going 26 miles roundtrip to Elmhurst Dam. Eventual- 
ly they hope to run to Moscow PA. The winding, uphill track is welded rail, with a 
second good-looking yet abandoned main line running parallel. 

Our 12:35 train left 10 minutes late with CP2317, a 4-6-2 oil burner, D&H 
RS3 4075, and four maroon coaches, Top speed was 30mph. At the turn point, 
the steamer cut off and pulled ahead, then the RS3 pulled the train thru a crossover. 
The steamer then crossed over and back onto us, pulling us tender-first downhill. 
The September 22 ferry run that brought CP1246 and several cars came in from the 
east also, past the shot-out signal bridges along the route. 

Just before Scranton arrival, the 2317 cut off, ran around, and pushed us into 
the temporary depot (canvas shelters), for a 90-minute trip. One of the four coaches 
was a well-stocked gift shop, and the Hilton gift shop is ready for railfans, too. The 
train is unheated, unlit (thru an eighth-mile tunnel), and has no toilets. Round trip 
fare is six dollars. 
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PRESIDENT REAGAN’S CAMPAIGN ran a whistle-stop train tour thru Western 
Ohio on Oct 12, just 36 years and one day after former President Harry Truman 
did his famous tour on the same 200-mile route. The event appeared to be a re- 
sounding success. The train ran from Dayton to Toledo, with stops at Sidney, 
Lima, Ottawa, Deshler and Perrysburg. A crowd estimated variously at from ten 
to forty thousand people saw the train off from Dayton Union Station in the morn- 
ing, and when it arrived at Toledo at night fall, there was a red, white and blue 
fireworks display. The train used three diesel engines, and the number of cars was 
variously reported as 13, 14 and 16. Reagan used the famous heavyweight, armor- 
plated observation car “Ferdinand Magellan”, used by Truman in 1948. The train 
was na:ned the ‘Heartland Special”, and it ran on a now freight-only ex-B&O line. 
Reagan spoke at stops from the rear platform of the car, and at locations where 
no stop was planned, he spoke to crowds in passing by means of a loudspeaker 
system. An estimated 100,000 saw his train along the route. After the final stop 
in Toledo, Reagan flew to Washington..... 


AMTRAK’S CAPITAL BUDGET for fiscal 85 will be $16 million lower than the 
total the Senate voted last month to appropriate. This is due to the fact that the 
Congress passed a continuing resolution in the second week of October rather thin 
agreeing on a new budget. NARP revealed that Amtrak will be short $47 million 
from its expectation of a capital budget of $121 million in new funding. Thus the 
rail corporation’s ability to fund the purchase of badly-needed new equipment, 
new stations or other capital investments is severely diminished. NARP said that 
besides $43 million in capital grants, Amt-ak expects to generate $35 million for 
capital from its own revenue-enhancing projects and has already received $6 million 
from the sale of locomotives to New Jersey Transit. The total budget for Amtrak 
in the continuing resolution is $684 million. This breaks down to $639 for operat- 
ing expenses, $2 million for labor protection, and $43 million for capital expend- 
itures. NARP said that the law does not make this breakdown, so that any money 
that Amtrat: saves on operations could be reallocated for capital. Compared with 
its fiscal 84 budget, the 85 budget of $684 million represents a reduction of 4.5%, 
or $32.4 million, NARP pointed out. The rail advocate organization asked rail 
supporters to tell their legislators this month that they are not pleased with these 
new cuts imposed on an already frugal Amtrak budget..... 

NEW TRAIN INAUGURALS in October: The New York-Charlotte CAROLIN- 
IAN will have an inaugural run on Oct 26, with regular service starting Oct 28. 
NARP noted that the Raleigh-Charlotte running time of the train will be 4 hours, 

5 minutes, close to the time that Amtrak wanted. The BAY STATE, the new Inland 
Route train which will operate thru Massachusetts via Worcester and Springfield, will 
have its inaugural run southbound on Oct 20, eight days before the official startup 
of Oct 28. The inaugural run, not on the regular schedule, will leave Boston’s South 
Station at 9:45am after a 45-min ceremony. It will reach Wellesley at 10:30, Fram- 
ingham 11:10, Worcester 12:05, Springfield 1:45pm, Windsor Locks 2:30, Hartford 
3:05, Berlin 3:35, Meriden 4:05, Wallingford 4:30, and New Haven 4:55. Returning, 
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it will leave New Haven at 6pm (other times not available). The VIRGINIAN, the 
new Richmond VA-New York train, will begin operation Oct 28, but the official 
inaugural will be Oct 29..... 

THE AUTO TRAIN is being prepared for daily operation that starts Oct 15, 
shortly after we go to press. Amtrak has evidently been deadheading cars little by 
little from Sanford to Lorton to prepare for more trains to make up, according to 
reports from AUTO TRAIN watcher Robert Clark. The northbound train of Oct 
10 used P30CH engine 722, which had been stored at Sanford unused, The train 
appeared to be 50% filled, not counting the deadheads. Engine 711 also got into 
use on Oct 4 when it was put on the SILVER STAR, train 81. The train had ar- 
tived at Sanford with a Seaboard U36B locomotive. In early October, AUTO 
TRAIN was operating with about 30 cars, and about 60% filled..... 

REAL CHINA AND tablecloths will reportedly be returning to Amtrak dining 
cars in November. RTN columnist Ted Scull got this report from RTN reader 
John Wilson, who is a reliable member of Ted’s Ohio family. Wilson heard the 
report from the Train Supervisor on the westbound EMPIRE BUILDER..... 

THE CARDINAL, train 51, was said to be hauling eight private cars when it 
leaves Washington on Oct 14..... 

ake 
THE EAGLE BEGINS daily operation in December (not October), and the change 
will hopefully be permanent. Amtrak said that daily operation had not been an- 
nounced yet because it is still scrounging up equipment for it..... 

AMTRAK’S SHORE LINE route on the NE Corridor is reportedly doing a very 
good business, with standees often reported. This is due to the $19 fare promotion... 

NEW AMTRAK AD seen in newspapers on the Portland-Seattle route shows an 
outstretched hand holding four25-cent pieces. The headline reads “Take Amtrak to 
Seattle [Portland] and come back on a buck.” The ad seems of particular interest 
because it ties in a transit pass with the rail trip. The ad run in Portland states: 
“And with your Portland Tri-Met Pass Plus, you can also save money with discounts 
at over 180 participating stores, theatres, museums, and other attractions in the 
Seattle area.” In the ad run in Seattle, it’s the Seattle Metro Transit Pass Plus that 
saves money at over 300 merchants in Portland. Roundtrip fare Portland-Seattle is 
$23, good for sale until May 31 and use by June 29, 1985..... 

HIGH SPEED RAIL ASSOCIATION on Oct 4 announced that Rep. Richard A. 
Geist of Altoona PA has been named vice chairman of the Association, and William 
Dickhart of the Budd Company becomes vice president. Re-elected to a second term 
were Robert W. Blanchette, chairman; Donald Deer, president; Bob Casey, secretary, 
and Paul Reistrup, treasurer........ 

wk 

CHICAGO UNION STATION passengers with several hours between trains may 
now take a 3-hour Panoramic City Drive that can be booked thru Amtrak or its travel 
agents. A ticket is $13.50 for adults, $6.50 for children 5-11. Pickup from and 
return to the station are included..... 

AN EARLY STORM hit the Rockies and Plains states Sep 23-24, with up to 21 
inches of snow falling, and record cold temperatures, in the low 20°s. There were no 
particular problems reported with Amtrak trains. Wyoming seemed to have taken the 
brunt of the storm..... 

THE SAN JOAQUIN, train 711, had its equipment vandalized as it sat in Bakers- 
field CA in the early morning hours, awaiting its Sep 20 departure. The vandals seem 
to have hit the train some time after the cleaning crew departed. Seats were slashed, 
cushions torn loose and food strewn about, and bathrooms were vandalized. The cars 
were cleaned again and damaged seats taken out of service. Amtrak did not know 
how the vandals gained entry to the train..... 

NAN MOVEABLE BRIDGE on the NE Corridor failed to close at 3pm on Sep 21 
after it was opened for river traffic, After 1% hours of struggling with it, Amtrak 
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tried using a locomotive—engine 208 from train 170, to weight down the bridge. The 
trick worked, and the bridge locked shut. Train 170 was delayed 65 minutes..... 

A CATENARY FAILURE on the NE Corridor, west of Pelham Bay at 6:30pm on 
Sep 25, delayed eight trains for up to 3% hours. Engine 942 on train 290 struck 
debris in the catenary, touching off the failure. Train 290 was terminated..... 


RELIABLE BN SOURCES say that BN planners are evaluating a proposal to 
equip the ex-NP line between Pasco and Spokane WA with CTC, following which 
the ex-SP&S line ‘between the two cities will be abandoned and removed, bridges 
and all, except for some portions to be kept for serving grain elevators. BN also 
wants to abandon the Palouse line between Moscow and Arrow ID (east of Lewis- 
ton) which was served by RDCs under Northern Pacific management..... 

SP BEING GROUCHY again: To help reduce the deficit of the Lousiana World’s 
Fair Daylight, Portland-area rail groups received permission to operate the 4449 
steam engine from Portland to Salem and back. An enthusiastic club member then 
called SP’s San Francisco headquarters to inquire about extending the run to Eugene 
OR. The home office had known nothing about the Portland-Salem run, and after 
“asking around,” cancelled the whole excursion..... 

THE MILWAUKEE ROAD’S winning bidder will be chosen by the end of this 
month. The C&NW has increased its offer by $211 million, to $786.6 million. Its 
major rival in the bid to obtain the bankrupt line is the Soo Line Railroad..... 

THE NEXT ISSUE of RTN won’t quite reach you before Oct 28, so we must 
remind you now to set your clocks back one hour on that date, to Standard Time. 
Remember, Fall back, spring forward. (Or is it spring back, fall forward?)..... 


West Coast Report 


THE INAUGURAL CEREMONY opening the new station at Antioch/Pittsburg 
CA on the SAN JOAQUIN line will take place the morning of Oct 26, as train 708 
arrives there from Oakland. Regular service to the station will commence Oct 28. 

SOUTHBOUND COAST STARLIGHT arrived at Oakland at about 7:30pm on 
Oct 11, about 11% hours late. The train found itself blocked by an SP freight de- 
railment near Mt. Shasta and was forced to return to Klamath Falls and then detour 
over the Feather River Canyon route. The northbound train also detoured, but 
without such a long delay. No Oakland-L.A. makeup train was run on the regular 
schedule, as it seems to be Amtrak’s policy now to place passengers on a SAN JOA- 
QUIN when the STARLIGHT is very late. 

RAILPAC communicates to RTN a correction and amplification of its proposal 
for a Committee on Railroad Matters summarized here in issue 299. ‘Our proposal 
was made to the S.F. Bay Area Metropolitan Transportation Commission. It is our 
response to the Caltrans Rail Passenger Development Plan—-1984/1989 fiscal years, 
issued March, 1984. This Caltrans plan states: ‘...the Department’s policy is to re- 
quire a showing of local/regional interest in a proposed new intercity rail route or 
in an extension of an existing route. ...Accordingly, new service should be included 
in the appropriate Regional Transportation Improvement Programs,’ This point is 
repeated in an Appendix: ‘...only projects that are of high priority to and actively 
supported by local and regional interests will receive active consideration.’ Clearly, 
Caltrans Rail Division has thrown the responsibility for proposing and justifying im- 
proved intercity rail passenger services to California’s Regional Transportation Plan- 
ning Agencies. RailPAC is encouraging planning bodies thruout the State to identify 
their intercity rail passenger needs and include them in their Regional Transportation 
Improvement Programs as required by Caltrans. The proposal reported in RTN was 
directed to the needs of the S.F. Bay Area, but could easily become a model for 
other regional planning agencies seeking to identify and support rail projects that 
would benefit their residents.” 
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News in this issue is updated thru October 13, 1984. 


CARS & CONSISTS 


*Show Me Special Train, Operation Lifesaver Special, Kansas City-St. Louis Oct 1: 
engines MP 3504 (GP50), BN 3105 (GP50), KCS 754 (GP40), ICG 8718 (GP11), 
MKT 373 (GP39-2), SP 1932 (SD40); cars UP 6206 buffet lounge, NW 501 68-seat 
coach, BN Al4 60-seat coach, UP 5000 lounge, ATSF 62 bar lounge, BN A13 60- 
seat coach, UP 5468 44-seat coach, ATSF 89 track inspection car. 


QUOTES OF THE WEEK*** 
“In every case our people are not as technically competent as you'd like them 
to be. This is an old institution. People have habits and ways of doing things. 


It’s hard to get them to change.” 
—David F. Feeley, head of operations for NY Transit Authority, 
quoted in New York Times, Oct 13. 


SLIP OF THE MONTH CLUB*** 


“COMMISSION APPROVES $22.6 MILLION FOR STATEWIDE TRANSIT 
PROJECTS... Below are the projects approved in today’s action. Applicant: San 
Francisco Public Utilities Commission — Redesign of coupling system for Mini 
Metro subway cars. Amount: $1,373,000.” 

—From Caltrans press release of Aug 30. 
(Big money for tiny cars.) 


URBAN-SUBURBAN TRANSIT (continued from page 9) 


and development on new ideas in rail transit. We need to build a balanced transporta- 
tion system, affordable to all classes of people.” 

NEW YORK CITY’S Transit Authority was indirectly in the national eye in early 
October when Secretary of Labor Raymond Donovan was indicted on charges of hav- 
ing practiced fraud in connection with a NY subway contract. Donovan was the first 
cabinet member ever indicted on criminal charges. He took a leave of absence from 
his cabinet position until after the presidential election. 

LOS ANGELES METRO RAIL will receive only $117.2 million in federal fund- 
ing in fiscal 85, not the $336 million it originally sought nor the scaled-down request 
of $175 million. An attempt in the Senate to move more funds from the highway 
budget into transit failed, despite the argument that the gasoline tax was generating 
$400 million more for highways than had been estimated. L.A. will ask for $242 
million next year—an amount that DOT Secretary Dole says would deplete the tran- 
sit budget. Meanwhile, the system has concluded an agreement to obtain its first 
piece of property, land for a 40-acre maitenance area and shop, purchased from the 
Santa Fe Railway at a cost of $27 million. ; 

A CATAMARAN FERRY went into regular service Oct 8 on the run between 
San Francisco and Tiburon. The new Red and White Fleet vessel, the “Klondike”, 
makes the run in half the time of conventional vessels. It is the first catamaran to 
be run in ferry service in the U.S. 

MIAMI METRORAIL RIDERSHIP is dissapointingly low, according to an Oct 7 
NY Times report. The paper reported that a “secret study” showed that ridership by 
1990 would be 86,000, compared to an earlier estimate of 202,000 by 1986. 

OVERSEAS TRANSIT NOTES: Six people died in a commuter train crash in 
NY London, England Oct 11; the train hit the side of a freight while switching 
tracks... Manila will open the first half of its first metro line in November... es 
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RAIL FANTRIPS 


Oct 28: New train inaugural excursion. Celebrate first run of VIRGINIAN. Excursion runs 
Richmond VA-Alexandria, DC Metro to Washington, return in reverse order. $35. Washington 
sightseeing. NRHS Old Dominion Chap, Box 8583, Richmond VA 23226. 

Send large SASE when responding to listings. One Rail Fantrips listing is free. Send full 
info to: RAIL TRAVEL NEWS, Fantrips Dept, PO Box 9007, Berkeley CA 94709. 


EXPRESS ADS 


AMTRAK-VIA RAIL CANADA—EURAILPASS— OCEAN LINER CRUISES—RAIL TOUR 
@ RAIL EXCURSIONS—CHARTER RAIL CARS. Arrangements by phone aor appointment—use 

your credit card—tickets mailed promptly. A fully appointed travel agency with masters of 

ship and rail travel. GREAT WESTERN TOURS, Sheraton Palace Hotel, Suite 900, 

639 Market Street, San Francisco CA 94105, (415) 398-2994. 


DINING CAR CHINA, glasses, silver, cloth. Timetables, guides, stationery, rules, metal 
& Pullman items, annual reports. Many railroads. Long 37¢ stamped envelope brings list. 
J. McClellan, 1752 S. Wichita, Wichita, K§ 67213. Will bu E 


GISELLE’S TRAVEL CORP at 1215 4th St. Sacramento CA 95814, Phone: (916) 446-1211 
offers rail tickets on AMTRAK—VIA (CANADA)—EURAILPASS along with tours and 
accommodations in cities to which you are traveling. Let Giselle’s help you take your 

next memorable rail trip. 


ONE OF THE WORLD'S last great train rides—the Kyle of Lochaish. England and Scotland 
by rail. Sightseeing. Historic Hotels. All meals (except London).Contact Herb Rowan,Giselle’s 
Travel, inc., 5667 Freeport Blvd., Sacramento CA 95822; phone: (916) 421-6616. 


When will NARP respond to the legal issues concerning Amtrak that have appeared 
in this space since issue No. 277 (Oct. ‘83)? Paid for by A. Ehm, San Antonio, Tex. 


Who is George Falcon and what legal, contractual, or other rights does he have to uti- 

lize NARP as a forum to award his “golden spikes’’? What is the golden spike intended 
to signify? Who nominates and selects the recipients and what are the actual criteria 

on the basis of which the recipients are selected? Alfred E. Ehm, San Antonio, Texas. 
NOTICE IS hereby given that on or about October 19 an action was brought against 

the Amtrak Board of Directors under the Federal Declaratory Judgment Act for the pur- 
pose of establishing Amtrak’s legal status. Specifically the suit seeks to determine 

whether Amtrak is an “agency” of the United States for purposes of titles 5 and 28 of 
the U.S. Code. The overall intent is to determine the public’s rights vis-a-vis Amtrak 

and to permanently enjoin the corporation from masquerading as a private stock company. 
Rail service advocates wishing to assist or o1benwise interested in the legal issues involved 
may contact Alfred E. Ehm, at 170 Ca 

ITALIAN TRAINS AND TROLLEYS: Original Kodachrome slides. Send $1.20 for sample 
and information. David Warner, COMSUBGRU 8, Box 16, FPO NY 09521. 

“Issues in American Rail Travel,” RTN’s little book on important problems with America’s 
rail passenger revival, is almost ready for publication. Price will be $4.50, which includes 
relevant tax & post. Full details given later in RTN. PO Box 9007, Berkeley CA 94709. 


SPECIAL PRE-PUBLICATION OFFER of very special book: Through 

November 22nd, autographed copies of Volume Two of Matthews’s 

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA RAILROADS: THE SILVER AGE 1945-1960 available 
at only $40 from Sundance Publications, 250 Broadway, Denver CO 80203. 
Forty-eight spectacular color plus 219 b&w photos, text, etc., 

8x11 hardbound album covers SP Coast, Western & Shasta Divisions, 

Bieber Line, NWP, shortlines and loggers, steam and diesel streamliners, 

Oakland Pier and Bay ferries. ‘The cover alone is worth the price.” 

RTN ADVERTISING RATES: Express Ads cost just $1 per line of 80 spaces (capital 
letters require more than one space, so please allow extra room). No anonymous ads, 
please. Display ads are only $1.25 per square inch. Send your order today to: 

RAIL TRAVEL NEWS, Box 9007, Berkeley CA 94709. 
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ENGLISH MAGAZINES 


Steam Railway magazine cov- 
ers the steam railways of the 
world. One year subscription 
(12 issues) $36. 
Rail Enthusiast magazine cov- 
ers current English railroading 
interspersed with history. One 
year subscription (12 issues) $36. 
««« Sample copies: $3 each. 
MOTORSPORT 
RR 1, Box 200D, Jonesburg, MO 63351 
Phone (314) 488-3113 


For the trip to sult your personality, call: 


Se mck 1 CAD 820-7390 


eS a ee ALL DESTINATIONS 
ACCENT ON TRANEL 


CRUISES 
AIRLINE TICKETS 
CANADIAN RAIL 
EURAILPASS 


MEXICO 
CLUB MED 
1030 Curtis St, Menlo Park, Ca 94025 


Carl Loucks 


Employee Timetables. Public Timetables. 
Brochures, Guides, Postcards, Tickets, a 
‘full line of transportation paper items. New 
Catalogue issued monthly. Send Stamped Self 
Addressed Envelope for latest list and specials 


199 Wayland S., Hamden, CT 06518 


LET US PLAN YOUR NEXT 
RAIL ADVENTURE. AMTRAK, 
VIA RAIL AND EURAIL. 


Amtrak Specialist: Michael Levy 
Call: (203) 721-0699 
SUNSET TRAVEL 


416 SILAS DEANE HWY. 
WETHERSFIELD CT 06109 


travel . 
a: 


A full service travel agency with 20 years rail experience 
AMTRAK Specialist: David Butts 


3442 sacramento street, san francisco, 94118 ® (415) 563-8447 


